From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Anthony_Dennis@doh.state.fl.us
John Mousa
FW: Resident"s questions about Koppers Superfund
Monday, May 17, 2010 6:15:59 PM
Koppers_Soil HC 7-17-2009.pdf

FYI
Anthony Dennis
Environmental Health Director
Alachua County Health Department
Florida Department of Health
(352) 334-7930
-----Original Message----From: Dennis, Anthony D
Sent: Monday, May 17, 2010 6:13 PM
To: 'LIEBENOW, DANIELLE KING'
Subject: RE: Resident's questions about Koppers Superfund
Ms. Danielle Liebenow,
Thank you for your interest and concerns with the Koppers Hazardous
Waste Site. The Health Department is committed to working with the
citizens of this neighborhood to better understand issues related to the
Cabot/Koppers Site. The Health Department continues to address the
health issues associated with the site and provide information to the
community as it becomes available. The Health Department's role with
the off-site sampling data has been to evaluate the potential health
risks that could be expected and to notify the citizens that might be
affected.
With regards to the soil concentrations and health risks: The Health
Department has been reviewing off-site soil data since the first results
became available in May of last year. The exposure that is evaluated
assumes that the population at risk incidentally ingests (swallows) very
small amounts of soil, at the highest concentration found for each
contaminate, every day for their entire lifetime. Exposure at 70 parts
per trillion (PPT) is considered a very low increased cancer risk while
exposure at 700 PPT is considered a low increased cancer risk. The
Health Department Issued a Health Advisory for dioxin concentrations
found at 1301 PPT in a soil sample taken in the 15'-20' City of
Gainesville easement just west of the Koppers facility western boundary
fence between NW 26 Avenue and NW 30 Avenue. The advisory stated that
children should avoid playing in this easement as children under the age
of six are at a higher risk of exposure from incidental ingestion
(swallowing). This is an ongoing advisory that will remain in effect
until it is determined that this area has been cleaned up. The Health
Department also recommends that everyone after working or playing
outside should wash their hands before eating.
Other soil testing data has yielded dioxin concentrations ranging from
58 PPT next to the easement, to 26 PPT to 18 PPT in the latest samples

taken about 600 feet west of the site, to 5.6 PPT to .7 PPT north of the
site. At these concentrations the Health Department has determined that
there is a very low increased risk for cancer and that it is not likely
for children to suffer any non-cancer illnesses. The Health Department
released a Health Consultation, attached, in July of last year based on
the highest concentration of dioxin that has been found in the Stephen
Foster Neighborhood, street right-of-ways at 58 PPT and the City of
Gainesville easement at 1301 PPT for which the advisory was issued.
My statements regarding the most recent off-site soil samples were that
these test results do not affect the current Health Department Advisory
and that incidental ingestion (swallowing) of very small amounts of this
dioxin contaminated surface soil is not expected to harm people's
health. Parents should continue to keep children from playing in the
City of Gainesville easement bordering the Koppers site. This is based
on the results of additional off-site soil concentration continuing to
be less than what were found when the Health Consultation was issued.
With regards to household dust levels: Because soil in the Stephen
Foster neighborhood tested positive for dioxins, indoor dust will also
likely test positive for dioxin. The test method that was used by
consultants for the plaintiff's attorney analyzed for Total dioxin and
is typically used as a screening tool. There are many sources of dioxin
in a home and these results do not distinguish what portion or
concentration may be coming from the site nor do we have any background
samples to compare it to. Unfortunately, there are no standards for
dioxins in household dust like there are with soil and there is little
known about the health risk.
Regarding the other negative health effects of dioxins: At the
concentrations found in the neighborhood north and west of Koppers,
incidental ingestion (swallowing) of very small amounts of surface soil
is not likely to cause cancer or non-cancer illness. The most noted
health effect in people exposed to large amounts of dioxin is chloracne,
a severe skin disease. Reproductive problems have been observed in
animal studies at dioxin concentrations above those seen in the
neighborhood.
It is unfortunate that off-site soils have been contaminated in the
Stephen Foster Neighborhood. Additional off-site soil testing is being
conducted and the Health Department will continue to evaluate the health
risks and will notify citizens should data suggest there is a
significant increased risk to public health. I hope I have addressed
your questions and concerns. Do not hesitate to contact me if should
need to discuss further or have any questions.
Anthony Dennis
Environmental Health Director
Alachua County Health Department
Florida Department of Health
(352) 334-7930
-----Original Message----From: LIEBENOW, DANIELLE KING [mailto:kingster@ufl.edu]
Sent: Friday, April 30, 2010 10:22 AM
To: Miller.Scott@epamail.epa.gov; Dennis, Anthony D;

jjm@alachuacounty.us
Cc: HanrahanP@cityofgainesville.org; LoweSC@cityofgainesville.org;
donovanjf@cityofgainesville.org; steffen_liebenow@web.de
Subject: Resident's questions about Koppers Superfund
Hello,
My name is Danielle Liebenow and my husband and I live at 501 NW
28th Ave, which is the third house west of the Koppers property
line. I have some questions which are primarily for Mr. Dennis,
Mr. Miller, and Dr. Mousa regarding Koppers Superfund site.
Mr. Dennis, you stated last night at the county/city commission
meeting that 18 to 26 ppt of dioxin in our soil is ???probably???
not a health risk. So can you and/or Mr. Miller please give me a
lower limit for what is a health risk? Is 30, or 100 or 200 ppt?
I have read in the Gainesville Sun and seen in court documents
that household dust levels in the neighborhood have been found
with upwards of 550 and 1100 ppt of dioxin. These houses are all
farther from Koppers than mine. Are 550 or 1100 ppt in my home a
health risk? Isn???t 1100 ppt close to the levels found in the
city easement that prompted the letter telling us not to let
children play in the area? What do we do about the children in
our homes?
Mr. Miller, with household dust levels being found that are almost
one thousand times higher than the residential soil standards, why
are you not testing household dust? What would be you plan to
remove the dioxin from our homes? Shouldn???t 1100 ppt in our
bedrooms be a higher priority than the one to two years you stated
last night as when topsoil replacement may begin?
Dr. Mousa, I believe it is well known and accepted that cancer is
not the only negative health effect of dioxin. Of particular
interest to me as a young woman who is trying to start a family is
the increased rate of miscarriage and risks of birth defects. Why
are you only asking about cancer? For example, why hasn???t
anyone asked me or any of the other women who live near me how
many miscarriages we have had since living in the neighborhood?
My final statements and questions are regarding property values.
My husband and I have been trying to sell our house to get out of
the neighborhood and I can tell you, we have no property value.
We of course wrote a disclosure statement with the letter from the
health department we received last May attached to be shown to any
potential buyers. After seeing that, no one has even looked at
the house. The only house that has sold recently in the
neighborhood sold for only $38,000. Even if someone did want to
buy the house, they would have to be able to purchase it with
cash. Banks will no longer back mortgages for houses in the
Stephen Foster neighborhood because of reports of neighborhood
soil contamination.   My husband and I cannot afford to continue
paying the mortgage on a house with no value as well as pay rent
somewhere else.   My question for all of you is how do we move?
I thank you all for your time and look forward to hearing your
responses.
Sincerely,

Danielle Liebenow
-Danielle King Liebenow
Doctoral Candidate
Ecohydrology Lab
University of Florida
kingster@ufl.edu
352-870-0844
-For up-to-date information about H1N1 Swine Flu visit http://www.myflusafety.com or call 877-3523581

