From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Randy_Merchant@doh.state.fl.us
Miller.Scott@epamail.epa.gov; Kelsey.Helton@dep.state.fl.us; John Mousa; Anthony_Dennis@doh.state.fl.us;
lstuchal@ufl.edu; smr@ufl.edu
FW: EPA Says No Health Risks in Homes Near Koppers Superfund Site as Residents Allege a Cover-Up
Thursday, December 06, 2012 9:48:46 AM

FYI. Randy

From: Grimm, Lu S
Sent: Thursday, December 06, 2012 9:36 AM
To: Merchant, E Randy; Morse, Laura L; Garrett, Connie B; Goff, Kendra F; Higginbotham, Joseph M;
Watkins, Sharon M
Cc: 'Alan Parham'; 'Safay.Robert@epamail.epa.gov'; 'Blair, Carl (ATSDR/DCHI/CB) (cbb3@cdc.gov)';
'Leann Bing'; 'Sue Casteel'
Subject: RE: EPA Says No Health Risks in Homes Near Koppers Superfund Site as Residents Allege a
Cover-Up

I neglected to specify that this was from WCJB – ABC (Gainesville TV station).
From: Grimm, Lu S
Sent: Thursday, December 06, 2012 9:34 AM
To: Merchant, E Randy; Morse, Laura L; Garrett, Connie B; Goff, Kendra F; Higginbotham, Joseph M;
Watkins, Sharon M
Cc: Alan Parham; Safay.Robert@epamail.epa.gov; Blair, Carl (ATSDR/DCHI/CB) (cbb3@cdc.gov); Leann
Bing; Sue Casteel
Subject: EPA Says No Health Risks in Homes Near Koppers Superfund Site as Residents Allege a
Cover-Up

(NOTE: To see video, go to: http://www.wcjb.com/local-news/2012/12/epa-says-no-healthrisks-homes-near-koppers-superfund-site-residents-allege-cover )

EPA Says No Health Risks in Homes Near Koppers
Superfund Site as Residents Allege a Cover-Up
Published December 6th, 2012
Reporter: Trent Kelly

GAINESVILLE - The Environmental Protection Agency is recommending no additional
clean-up measures take place inside homes near the Cabot Koppers Superfund site. It's just
the latest development in the long-running battle between the EPA and members of the
Stephen Foster neighborhood, which is located next to the site.
Back in May of this year, officials from the EPA took indoor dust samples from multiple
homes in the neighborhood located right next to the former wood-treatment site. The EPA
also took samples from homes far away from site in order to compare the results.

In letters mailed out to residents late last week, the EPA says dioxin levels found inside
homes near the site posed no immediate risk to human health. The letter goes on to say that
dioxin levels found inside those homes next to the site were not far off from level found in
homes away from the site.
One resident who had his home tested says he doesn't trust these results, and thinks it's part
of a bigger cover-up by both Beazer East, Inc., the company that now owns the Superfund
site, and the EPA. "I don't think that they're telling the truth, because of the simple fact that
it's a 98 year old site, and they've been dumping on the site for so many years," says Rick
Bolton, a 25-year resident of the neighborhood. "They're trying to cover it up. And after 98
years of dumping toxins on the property, I cannot sit here in my right mind and say that
they're right," says Bolton.
Maria Parsons, a member of the Stephen Foster Neighborhood Protection Group, accuses the
EPA of covering-up the true dioxin levels in an effort to make the issue go away. Parsons
says the fact that any dioxins were found in these homes is very telling. She says residents
have hired outside agencies to conduct their own testing as part of a lawsuit, and that their
tests showed much higher dioxin levels.
Meantime, people at the Alachua County Health Department say they're working with the
state Department of Health to analyze the EPA's findings, and determine if any health threats
exist from long-term exposure to these dioxins. Their full report is due out sometime in
January.

