From:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Date:

Miller.Scott@epamail.epa.gov
John Mousa
Kelsey.Helton@dep.state.fl.us; Brourman, Mitch (Pittsburgh) NA; Council, Greg;
Koporec.Kevin@epamail.epa.gov; Robb, Joe; Paul.Anderson@arcadis-us.com; Murry, Fredrick J.; Chris Bird;
Robin Hallbourg; Anthony_Dennis@doh.state.fl.us; Randy_Merchant@doh.state.fl.us; pcline@ufl.edu
Re: ACEPD Recommended Changes in Next Round of Offsite Soil Sampling in Rights of Way in Neighborhood
West of Koppers
Friday, December 04, 2009 11:05:43 AM

John,
Thank you for the phone call and the e-mail. We'll take these recommendations under
advisement and be able to discuss them with you well in advance of the December 17/18
sampling round.
Scott Miller
Remedial Project Manager
Superfund Division
Superfund Remedial Branch
Section C
U.S. EPA Region 4
61 Forsyth Street, SW
Atlanta, GA 30303
Phone (404) 562-9120
Fax (404) 562-8896
-----John Mousa <JJM@alachuacounty.us> wrote: ----To: Scott Miller/R4/USEPA/US@EPA, "Kelsey.Helton@dep.state.fl.us"
<Kelsey.Helton@dep.state.fl.us>, "Brourman, Mitch (Pittsburgh) NA"
<Mitch.Brourman@hanson.biz>, "Council, Greg" <Greg.Council@geotransinc.com>,
Kevin Koporec/R4/USEPA/US@EPA, "Robb, Joe" <joe.robb@amec.com>,
"Paul.Anderson@arcadis-us.com" <Paul.Anderson@arcadis-us.com>
From: John Mousa <JJM@alachuacounty.us>
Date: 12/04/2009 08:52AM
Cc: "Murry, Fredrick J." <murryfj@cityofgainesville.org>, Chris Bird
<Chris@alachuacounty.us>, Robin Hallbourg <ROBIN@alachuacounty.us>,
"Anthony_Dennis@doh.state.fl.us" <Anthony_Dennis@doh.state.fl.us>,
"Randy_Merchant@doh.state.fl.us" <Randy_Merchant@doh.state.fl.us>, "pcline@ufl.edu"
<pcline@ufl.edu>
Subject: ACEPD Recommended Changes in Next Round of Offsite Soil Sampling in Rights
of Way in Neighborhood West of Koppers
Scott,

ACEPD understands that AMEC plans to begin an additional round of sample site
selection and soil sampling on December 17 and 18 for an additional 12 sampling
locations along rights of way in the neighborhood west of the Koppers site. These
sample locations represent samples to be taken approximately 350ft, 400ft, 450 ft and
500ft from the Koppers boundary along NW 29 th Ave, NW 28 th Ave, and NW 26 th
Ave.   According to the AMEC workplan dated September 29, 2009, it appears that only
one sample from each of the three streets will be analyzed first and based on the
results then a sample further west may be analyzed to be able to show the meeting of
the 7ppt TCDD FDEP SCTL.     This approach is a continuation of the sequential
approach performed in the previous sampling.

ACEPD would like to request that in order to expedite the completion of the delineation
of the contamination in this neighborhood along these right of ways, that all the
collected samples be sent to the laboratory and analyzed for TCDD at the same time
rather than taking a sequential approach.   While there will be additional analytical
testing costs incurred in this approach, ACEPD believes that this approach is urgently
needed at this time to speed up the offsite sampling effort and provide data to allow the
next phase of the offsite assessment and remediation to proceed expeditiously. This is
especially important in light of the increased anxiety and concern from offsite residents
about the offsite sampling schedule and results. The sequential process is just taking
too long to do. ACEPD and the City of Gainesville have previously expressed to you and
FDEP our interest in expediting the sampling and testing schedule. Another benefit in
addition to expediting the receipt of data and the delineation is that analyzing all of
these samples may also provide additional data beyond the line where the 7ppt level is
reached to verify that in fact the furthest extent of contamination above SCTLs has been
determined.

In a related issue, the latest soil sampling data previous collected and reported by AMEC
in the September 29, 2009 letter report on samples from NW 31 st St and NW 30 th
Ave has indicated that TCDD levels of 6.9 ppt and 7.3 ppt have been measured,
respectively.   AMEC has stated that these concentrations are very close to the FDEP
SCTL and therefore no additional samples further west need to be taken.   ACEPD
believes that because of the analytical imprecision and sampling variability involved with
TCDD testing, one cannot determine with certainty that these levels are confidently
below the SCTL.   If these samples are to be used to mark off the boundary of the
potentially impacted areas, ACEPD is concerned that Beazer and EPA we may not have
accurately delineated the area beyond which the concentrations are below the SCTLs.
  ACEPD believes that there needs to be some consideration given as to how these
concentrations close to the SCTL are to be interpreted and used to demark the
contaminated area.     ACEPD would like to recommend that an additional 2 samples
could be taken and analyzed that are beyond the latest NW 31st and NW 30th Ave
samples to confirm that TCDD concentrations are in fact below the 7 ppt level. These
sampling points can be determined and samples taken during the Dec 17 and 18 event.

If you have questions about these comments please contact me. I will be in the office
on Mon and Tuesday of next week but will be out on Wed , Thur and Friday.

Thank you for your continued effort on developing a effective remedy for the
contamination at this site.

John Mousa

  

